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rights for rights; but the French only propose to abandon doubtful   CHAP.
claims in exchange for the surrender by us of undoubted rights.                   '

The above is written on the assumption that the French propose to
deal with West Africa by itself. If they seriously suggested a general
settlement, including Egypt and Newfoundland, the circumstances
would be entirely altered and must be regarded from a new point of
view. ... I do not think that we ought to yield a jot to threats. . . .

To Lord Selborne he wrote on the same date:
Lord Salisbury's memorandum and his telegram to Monson are most
discouraging. I thought he was entirely with us and now he is prepared
to give away everything and get nothing. I am more than sorry to differ
from him, but I cannot stand it.

There does not seem to have been any written reply from the
Foreign Office or Hatfield.

VI
At Paris after the New Year, the Niger Commissioners con-
tinued their worm-like labour into the spring of 1898, without
coming one inch nearer to settlement. The "face to face" situa-
tion of rival contingents in the hinterland became not less but
more tense. The dispatches from our ambassador in Paris had
been alarming enough for some time but now he took a lurid
' view. In mid-January his private opinion confided to the Prime
Minister was passed on to Chamberlain:
In view of the existing irritation in the army; and the general feeling
of unrest and discontent brought about by the Dreyfus case and its
accompanying incidents, there is so much combustible matter lying
about that we in Paris cannot but have a little apprehension lest a spark
should produce a conflagration.1
In reply to various pleas which he regarded as appeals to fear
Chamberlain prepared for the Cabinet a memorandum counsel-
ling firmness.2 Before circulating it he seems to have struck out
the following sentences but they contain his feeling:
Similar arguments  would   apply  with even greater force to our
1 Sir E. Monson to Lord Salisbury, a Memorandum dated January 25,
January 14, 1898.                               1898.